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As we celebrate over 100 years of giving financial support to UW-Madison students, college remains an 

expensive prospect for many students who continue to struggle to pay for fees, books and housing while 

they pursue their education and their dreams. Last year UL members contributed more than $15,000 

through the annual Scholarship Benefit in order to support talented UW-Madison students. Your gift 

this year to the UL Scholarship Benefit Fund will make a difference in students’ lives. The Scholarship 

Committee truly appreciates the generosity of University League donors! All donations will be 

acknowledged to the donors and in the newsletter.  In addition,people forwhom donations are 

designated “In Honor of” and families of those for whom donations are given “In Memory of” will 

receive notification of the donation. 
 

Please check your mailboxes this February for more information  

about the upcoming stay-at-home benefit. 
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From the President’s Desk

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

Reflecting on 2016, we saw the establishment of the University League 

Centennial Endowed Scholarship, members’ continued generous financial 

support of UW-Madison students, thriving Interest Groups and many 

delightful events.   

 

One of those events was the Splendor of Fall tour to Baraboo. Thirty-

eight members enjoyed our private tour of the exquisitely restored Al. 

Ringing Theater and a delicious lunch at Driftless Glen Distillery. Thank 

you, Linda Harvey, for your help with arrangements. 

 

Members and guests gathered November 12 at Nakoma Golf Club for the 

Candlelight Dinner and Concert. A big thank you to Rhonda Danielson and her committee -- Joan Hall, 

Aleta Murray, Suzy Griffiths and Peggy Wiederholt -- for a fun evening with the Delight Quartet.  A 

special thanks to Joan Hall for maintaining the file of 450 +/- nametags and coming up with the right 

ones for every event including special tags for menu choices. 

 

As we move into the winter months, it is especially important to keep busy. Interest groups will be 

meeting and welcome members to visit their groups. Some of the programs planned for the upcoming 

months are noted on page 6 of this newsletter.  Why not visit a new group? You will also find the list of 

Interest Groups and chairs in your Yearbook on pages 7 – 11 and on our website univleague@wisc.edu 

 

You will soon be receiving the Stay-at-Home Scholarship Benefit invitation. The invitation is the creation 

of Judy Stevenson and her enthusiastic committee – Molly Wesling, Linda Auer, Heidi Lauhon, Kathleen 

Murphy Sherry, Susan Lauffer, and graphic artist Denise Garlow. Thank you for an attractive invitation 

with a strong message. The need for student aid has never been greater so please be as generous as 

your means allow. A donation of any amount is appreciated. 

 

Looking ahead, please mark your calendar for March 15, when the spring luncheon will be held at 

Blackhawk Country Club. Our speaker will be Lisa Johnson, Horticulture Educator, UWExtension. Lisa will 

no doubt get us excited about spring gardening. 

 
Best wishes for a happy and healthy 2017, and I look forward to seeing you at League events throughout 

the year. 

 

Judy Stang,  
President 
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Interest Group News 

University League Interest Groups provide unique opportunities for friendship, sharing, and learning.  

The next few pages will show you some of the past events and invite you to become part of future 

interest group activities.

 

Walk, Talk and Bird 

The University League Bird Study Group members get outside to enjoy nature.   We meet in the fall and 

spring, but have only one winter meeting.  On January 20, 2017, the group will go to Sauk City to see the 

Bald Eagles that winter in the open water by the dam.  The colder it is, the less water is open, and the 

more Bald Eagles visit this area.  After viewing the Eagles and waterfowl (mostly from the car), we go to 

the Blue Spoon for hot 

chocolate.  Note that the date of 

this trip may be changed due to 

bad weather. 

The spring is a wonderful time 

to begin bird watching or renew 

your birding skills.  We also look 

at wildflowers (including an 

upcoming April 14 trip to 

Walking Iron Park near 

Mazomanie for Pasque flowers) 

and butterflies.  Our spring 

season begins on March 24 with 

a cold trip to Goose Pond to see 

the migrating Tundra Swans and 

other waterfowl (note that this 

trip date may be delayed if the 

ponds have not thawed).  The 

rest of the spring we take short 

walks on easy trails in local 

parks and natural areas.  Join us in May for the neotropical 
 

 

   Bird Group at UW Arboretum Fall 2016 

migrants including the colorful warblers, Scarlet Tanagers, andBaltimore Orioles.  Exceptional trips 

include Pheasant Branch (May 5) and Governor’s Island (May 12) at peak migration.  Our year ends June 

2 with a day trip to beautiful Devil’s Lake.  Our complete schedule is on the University League website. 

We welcome beginners.  We meet to car pool at 9 AM on Fridays, Spring and Fall, at the Covenant 

Presbyterian Church on the corner of Mineral Point and Segoe Roads.  Except for out of town trips, we 

usually return by noon.  If you have questions, contact Roma Lenehan (rlenehan@charter.net) or 

Frances Johnson.  
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Antiques and Genealogy Interest Groups 

The Antiques Interest Groupmet at the School House in Paoli for a delicious holiday lunch on 

December 6. Each member shared a special holiday memory or antique decoration with the group. A 

good time was had by all and after shopping in the gift store, all were ready for the holidays. 

 

In November, the group had an adventurous private lunch at the SWAD Indian restaurant. The owner 
prepared his tasty specialties just for us! After lunch the group had a private tour of the historic Dean 
House in Monona. The original 500 acre property stretched from Lake Monona to Stoughton Road. 

The Genealogy Interest Group started in 1982 and will be 35 years old in 2017.  There are about 40 

members including several new ones from Oakwood Village.  Meetings are held in the Nakoma Room at 

Oakwood from 7 – 9 p.m. on the 4
th

 Monday of the month. 

 

Left to right, lst row: Richard Rossmiller, Lois Rossmiller, Emlen O’Keeffe, Barbara Vogelsang, Sally Ouellette, Charlotte Burns, Joyce Nigbor, LaVonneSenn& Peg Geisler. 2nd row: Bill Vogelsang, Linda 
Harvey, Gloria Foley, Kay Jarvis-Sladky, Beverly Schrag, Cathy Tesar, Joan Monteque, Margo Hansen, Mazie Webb & Nancy Prine. Seated: Anita Staats 
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Needlework and International Foods Interest Groups 

 

Needlework Interest Group Members -- l to r Back row:  Norma Magnuson, Emlen O’Keefe, Christine Soder, Mary Jo Prieve; Front row:  Judy Callen, Mary Schar, Ginger Brenneis, Susan 
Myers; Needlework stitched by Mary Jo Prieve and displayed at the 2016 Embroiderers Guild Show. 

 

Pigs’ Cheeks?? 

Have you tried them?   In November 2015, a University League couple visited their friends in Oviedo, Spain, for a 

dish called carrilleras.  For those not familiar with various cuts of meat, the carrilleras are the cheeks from the 

pig’s face.   Cooked cheeks provide an especially succulent dish in which the meat is first seared at high 

temperature and then cooked slowly to tenderize.  Upon returning to Madison, the travelers told friends about 

this dish. 

Among the listeners was University League member, N.J. Benevenga, with an interest in nutrition. He shared his 

interest with friend Mona Steele.  Benevenga was curious about this dish and investigated the availability of pigs’ 

cheeks.He discovered UW Provisions did indeed sell them at a very reasonable price of 87 cents/pound.  However, 

a minimum purchase of 60 pound was required!! 

Benevenga and Steele ate the pigs’ cheeks and declared them “delicious” - so delicious that the University League 

International Foods Interest Group recently prepared and served a portion of the original 60 pounds of cheeks as 

part of a three-course meal. The dish is economical with few ingredients, most of which are found in any kitchen.  

The cut of meat is very likely the only distinctive ingredient for most Americans generally not accustomed to pork 

snouts, lips or trotters either. 

Are you interested in this kind of unique experience?  Consider joining the University League International Foods 

Group.  Check out information on our website https://univleague.wisc.edu or contact co-chair LaVonne Senn. 

 
 

N.J. Benevenga bought 60 pounds of pigs’ cheeks, sawed 

them up into two-pound packages, distributed them to 

International Foods chefs and cooked a few packages for 

 his guests in Mona Steele’s kitchen. 

Al Ellingboe shows opening a bottle of 

wine has its challenges while Edith First 

awaits a serving of pigs’ cheeks, or 

carrilleras, at Lucy and Bob Lasseter’s 

home. 

Eleanor Zach, Larry Schaefer, GennieBostian, Dick 

Walker, Otty Schaefer, Jerry Sattler, and Margy Walker 

are ready for a delicious dinner of pigs’ cheeks   

casserole with citrus spinach salad and almond torte 
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Winter Activities of University League Interest Groups 

Interest Group January Program February Program 

Armchair Travelers none February 6 – TBD 

Antiques Jan. 9, 1:15 p.m. – Sequoia 

Library:  3 dealers – Brian, Larry, 

& Lon – will speak 

Feb. 13, 1:15 p.m. – Katy’s Indian 

Arts Shop 

Bird Study Jan. 20 - Eagles/Sauk County no meetings 

International Foods no meeting Feb. 12, 6:00 p.m.:  Hawaiian 

Theme – hosts are Getlinger and 

Thain 

Book Critics Jan. 9, 7:00 p.m.: “God Help the 

Child” by Toni Morrison 

Feb. 13, 7:00 p.m.:  “My Name Is 

Lucy Barton: A Novel” by 

Elizabeth Strout 

Movies Jan. 10 about 4:00 p.m.:  Email 

Roma Lenehan for details 

rlenehan@charter.net 

Feb. 14 about 4:00 p.m.: Email 

Roma Lenehan for details 

rlenehan@charter.net 

Book Discussion Jan. 16, 1:00 p.m.:  “The Rosie 

Project” by Graeme Simsion 

Feb. 20, 1:00 p.m.:  “The Boys in 

the Boat” by Daniel Brown 

French Conversation Meets at Theresa Skinner’s  

Genealogy no meeting Feb. 27, 7:00 p.m., Oakwood 

West:  Joyce Nigbor – “How One 

Thing Leads to Another” 

Dining Out Lunch Jan. 25, 11:30 a.m.:  Swagat, 707 

N. High Point Road 

Feb. 22, 11:30 a.m.: Everly, 2701 

Monroe Street, site of former 

Bluephies 

Wine Divas & Dudes Jan. 26, 4:30 p.m. Home of Linda 

Bauman 

TBD 

Dining Out Dinner Jan. 29, Brunch at Village Inn, 

Oakwood West 

 

� Check out pages 7 – 11 of your yearbook for additional information 

� Be sure to call the chair of the individual interest group if you plan to attend a 

new group. 
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Meet Ross Dahlke,  

Recent Scholarship Recipient 
By Nancy Meyer, Publicity Committee of University League 

 
 

 

Ross Dahlke, from Westfield, Wisconsin, is a recent University 

League scholarship recipient.  Ross graduated from Westfield Area 

Middle/High School, which recently was ranked the 20th best high 

school in the State of Wisconsin by US News and World Report.  In 

high school, Ross was chosen as one of two students from 

Wisconsin, 104 in the nation, for the United States Senate Youth 

Program.   

 

 

Ross is a Junior in the L&S Honors Program, studying Journalism and Political Science.  He describes his studies as 

extremely positive and feels that the professors and staff care about the students and want them to get the best 

education possible.  Ross feels a strong sense of community at UW-Madison.     

 

Ross would like to continue at UW-Madison and obtain his Master’s Degree in Mass Communications. Ross is the 

first in his family to study at UW-Madison.  His Mother graduated from UW-Stevens Point, and his Dad attended 

UW-Whitewater.  They instilled in Ross the value of a public education and the importance of a college degree.  

They also value the strength of the UW College System and its importance for the state.   

 

Ross had an opportunity in Spring 2015 to be an intern at the Wisconsin State Capital.  This was a great experience 

in gaining information about the state political operations. 

 

When Ross is not studying, he is selling artisan cheese. At age 15, he started selling artisan cheese for Harmony 

Specialty Foods.  Today, he coordinates sales at 16 local Farmers’ markets each week from March to December.  

His sales for 2016 have been over $500,000 with 8 employees.  Ross has found this to be a great leadership 

experience.  He started this business from the ground up—managing and hiring and firing people.  He has learned 

many life lessons.  In addition, he has developed a network of people who can help him.  Ross says that success in 

life is being able to build mutual relationships.  His artisan cheese sales have brought positive publicity—in August 

2014 he was written up in the DeForest Times/Tribune and recently appeared on WISC-TV, Channel 3. 

 

Ross describes himself as being a hard worker and being very determined.  His work experience and obtaining a 

Black Belt in Taekwondo taught Ross how to set goals and achieve them.  

Ross is very appreciative of the University League scholarship.  He said that this financial investment in him shows 

that we care about him and all of his hard work.  It has allowed him to take a break for the last few Farmers’ 

markets of the year so that he can concentrate on his final projects and exams.  Ross is very deserving. He has a 

great story to share, which will help inspire others in pursuing a higher education degree and achieving their 

goals. 
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UW-Madison Undergraduate Cost of Attendance 
From Scholarship Chair, Priscilla Thain 

Although the cost of attending UW-Madison will vary among all students, the university bases 

its financial aid awards on these budgets.  These estimated figures are subject to change when 

tuition and fee rates are approved for 2017-18.  Undergraduate cost of attendance is based on a 

nine-month period. 

ESTIMATED 2017-2018 Academic Year Cost of Attendance 

with Tuition & Fees and Estimated Costs 
 Wisconsin Resident Non Resident Minnesota Resident 

 On Campus Off Campus On Campus Off Campus On Campus Off Campus 

Tuition & Fees $10,488.48 $10,488.48 $32,738.16 $32,738.16 $13,761.12 $13,761.12 

Books & Supplies $1,200.00 $1,200.00 $1,200.00 $1,200.00 $1,200.00 $1,200.00 

Room $8,060.00 $7,028.00 $8,060.00 $7,028.00 $8,060.00 $7,028.00 

Board $2,782.00 $3,814.00 $2,782.00 $3,814.00 $2,782.00 $3,814.00 

Miscellaneous $2,300.00 $2,300.00 $2,300.00 $2,300.00 $2,300.00 $2,300.00 

Travel $760.00 $760.00 $1,370.00 $1,370.00 $1,050.00 $1,050.00 

Loan Fees $64.00 $64.00 $64.00 $64.00 $64.00 $64.00 

Total $25,654.48 $25,654.48 $48,514.16 $48,514.16 $29,217.12 $29,217.12 

������������������������    

�� �� �� �� Save the Date�������� 
 

University League Spring Luncheon 

Wednesday, March 15 

11:30 a.m. 

Blackhawk Country Club 

Lisa Johnson, Horticulture Educator 

UW Extension 

 
Your Scholarship Benefit Your Scholarship Benefit Your Scholarship Benefit Your Scholarship Benefit 

Invitation Invitation Invitation Invitation     

is coming  . . . .in Februaryis coming  . . . .in Februaryis coming  . . . .in Februaryis coming  . . . .in February    

    

Think Generously in support of Think Generously in support of Think Generously in support of Think Generously in support of     

deserving studentsdeserving studentsdeserving studentsdeserving students    
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Spanish Conversation Interest Group Fiesta 

 

 
 

Standing from left to right are:  Aurora Gil-Casado, Elia Basurto-Colson, 

Irene Geller Lugassy, Jeannine Desautels, Yolanda Grajales-Sutter, Sally 

Schrag, Anna Peczerski.    Seated:  Carol White and Karen Pasch 

Not in photo but present:  Patricia Meagher-Springer      

Photographer:  Kay Jarvis Sladky 

Our lovely table with chilaquiles, ensalada de 

remolachas, guacamole, frittatas mexicanas,  

yummy desserts 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

University League Scholarship Benefit Committee has been hard at work preparing to 

inspire you to donate to the 2017 Scholarship Benefit 

L to RFront: Molly Wesling, Judy Stevenson (chair), Kathleen Murphy Sherry;  

L to R Back: Linda Auer, Denise Garlow, Susan Lauffer, Heidi Lauhon 


