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THE UNIVERSITY LEAGUE IS PROUD TO PRESENT

THE KAT TRIO: Violin/Clarinet/Piano
at THE ANNUAL CANDLELIGHT DINNER CONCERT

Artists: Vladislav Gorbich, Victoria
Gorbich and Joseph Ross
Saturday, November 22, 2014, 5:00 pm
Nakoma Golf Club
4145 Country Club Rd, Madison
The concert will begin at 7:15
Reservations due no later than November 15th

Dinner will be served beginning at 5:45 pm and will consist of either Herb Crusted Salmon OR Goat Cheese and
Spinach Strudel including a Salad, Rolls, Orzo, and Asparagus Bundles along with a Hot Fudge Sundae
Dessert, Coffee and Tea. The Bar will be open for those wishing to purchase wine or cocktails.
This event will begin at 5:00 pm for socializing and conversation. The reservations deadline is Saturday,
November 15th. Price per person: $40.00. Please return the form on page 11 of this newsletter to: LaVonne Senn,
133 N. Prospect Ave., Madison, 53726 with a check payable to The University League, Inc. Bring a friend or invite
a new member to join with us—We look forward to seeing you there!

ABOUT THE ARTISTS AND THE KAT TRIO
The violin/clarinet/piano ensemble from Ekaterinburg, Russia, was formed in May 1998, in
Ekaterinburg by three friends, Victoria Gorbich (violin), Vladislav Gorbich (clarinet) and Vasil
Galiutin (piano). They had just graduated from the Ural State Music Conservatory. Today, “The
Kat Trio” is Victoria, Vladislav and pianist Joseph Ross. Vikki and Vlad are doctoral graduates of
Arizona State University. Joseph is a graduate of Lawrence University and the Franz Liszt
Academy of Music in Budapest, Hungary. Their concerts showcase unique Russian arrangements
and transpositions of timeless melodies and feature classical works, well-known, inspirational
songs, and even American pop standards, including Scott Joplin Rags.
Joyful is the word that audiences use to describe the Ekaterinburg Classical Trio’s presentation of
these classical, inspirational and pop standards. The Kat Trio loves performing live and has played
800 concerts in more than a decade of touring. They did their first US tour in 2000. When not
found in concert venues, college or high school auditoriums, or in classrooms doing Master
Classes, the Trio is presenting concerts in churches.
♫♫♫♫

SCHOOL OF NURSING GUIDED TOUR-- Mary Jo Willis, Publicity Committee
The Program Committee invites you to join us on a guided tour of the most innovative and
advanced research facilities in nursing across the country. The School of Nursing celebrated its
90th anniversary with the opening of the new School Of Nursing, Signe Skott Cooper Hall, in
August. Cooper Hall was funded from a wonderful gift from Signe and her sister Hilde’s estate,
along with many gifts from alumni, faculty, friends and state funding.
The tour will be held on Monday, November 10 beginning at 10:45 am followed by a buffet
luncheon. The School of Nursing’s Director of Advancement and Development, Coleen Southwell,
will conduct our tour for University League members and guests. As many of you know, UL has
given general and Endowed Scholarship monies to the School of Nursing annually for many years.
University League is listed as one of the major donors on the Wall of Honor in Cooper Hall.
Cooper Hall is located across from the UW Hospital and Clinics at 701 Highland Avenue. Parking
is available in the UW Hospital ramp and in Lot 76 paid parking ramp adjacent to Neilsen Tennis
Stadium. It was cost prohibitive to have a bus so we encourage you to ride share. Members can be
dropped off at the bus stop shelter in front of Cooper Hall with a short walk to the entrance. Please
note a map of the area that includes the parking ramps and Cooper Hall can be found on the
Nursing School’s website. http://son.wisc.edu
The tour will be limited to the first 40 people who return the reservation form. Attendees should
know the tour involves long hallways, but there is seating in the classrooms and the atrium.
The cost is $15.00 per person. Make your check payable to University League, Inc. and mail
to LaVonne Senn at 133 N. Prospect Avenue, Madison, WI 53726. Contact LaVonne at 2334241 or email at shumiq@yahoo.com with questions.
We apologize for the inconvenience to the Antiques Interest Group for taking their schedule;
however, we had little choice of dates.
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ROBERTA W. PRESTON, 1939-2014
This issue of The League-Letter is dedicated to our late editor, Robbie Preston. The following
tribute to her was written by Mary Warfield, Bookworms coordinator for the League.
Robbie Preston was my
friend. She was also my
Wisconsin Bookworms
reading partner. For nine
years we read to the Head
Start preschool children of
Sun Prairie, DeForest or East
Madison.
The children often greeted us
at the door with hugs and
happy smiles. Robbie’s soft

paper circles, hearts, hands or
whatever was required. We
would often meet at a craft
store to search for just the
right stickers or paper for an
activity, and Robbie would
always end up also browsing
through books of knitting
projects. Sometimes we met
at Robbie’s home to do our
planning. While she and I

was dying, she consoled me
and again took care of all the
readings.
Over those nine years, more
than 150 children benefited
from Robbie sharing her love
of reading, her time, and her
creative talents. In
September when she realized
she would no longer be able
to volunteer with
Bookworms, she sent me an
email in which she described
Bookworms as one of the
biggest pleasures of her life.
She also sent “joyful good
wishes” to the volunteer who
would replace her. But I
know there is no one who can
replace my friend, Robbie.
◊◊◊◊◊

Robbie and Mary with their Bookworms books

spoken voice and gentle ways
helped calm the children as
they gathered for our
readings. After the readings
and book distributions, we
enjoyed helping the kids with
activities that related to the
books. Robbie always
marveled at how 17 children
could start out with the same
paper, stickers and glue and
yet all end up with
completely different finished
projects.
She and I had great fun
preparing for those activities,
often cutting out dozens of

Robbie hard at work editing!

sipped tea, her beloved dog,
Scamper would alternate
between running to check on
us and running outside to
wait for the mailman.
During the years we
volunteered in DeForest, we
drove to the school together.
The drive always went
quickly because we could
spend the time chatting and
visiting. When my mother
was ill and I was living out of
state to care for her, Robbie
took care of the readings on
her own so I would not worry
about them. When my father
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HARK YE, HARK YE—ANNOUNCEMENTS
2015 SCHOLARSHIP BENEFIT

The hard at work Scholarship Benefit Committee: Lois
Buelow, Anne Stoelting, Chair Ruth G. Johnson, Asst. Chair
Katherine Murphy Sherry, and Susie Jablonic

We want you all to know that the Stay-atHome Scholarship Benefit Fundraiser
invitations will be sent to you in February.
This is an exciting event for all of us. As
you know, one of the big goals in the
University League is supporting
scholarships. The students who receive the
scholarships are very grateful to us as it
eases their financial burdens at the
university. We know this by the many thank
you letters that they send to us. Our
President, Kay Jarvis-Sladky, has already
received many of them.

Our gifts are spread over 12 schools and colleges of the UW. Each year, the scholarship aid that we
have given has gone up and up and we want to surpass last year’s generous amounts. That is a
challenge! SO, please give generously so that we can go way over the goal that we have set in order
to help more students. You will hear more about this later!

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY—Emlen O’Keefe
One of University League’s most recent
volunteer opportunities, the Veteran’s
Hospital, has approximately 700 volunteers.
Each volunteer meets with either Bernice
Perez-Ruiz or Tim Donovan who try to find
the perfect fit for that volunteer. There is a
variety of volunteer opportunities; some with
patient contact and others not. One volunteer
program that has been operating for over 50
years is the “Monday Group.” They meet once
a week and place the appointment reminders
in envelopes for mailing. I met the ladies on

my recent visit to the Veteran’s Hospital. By
mid-morning, they had prepared 700 letters
for the mail. This year a volunteer who had
been volunteering for the hospital since the
1960s retired at the age of 101.
The William S. Middleton Veteran’s Hospital
is located by the UW Hospitals complex. To
learn more about the Voluntary Service,
contact the Service Directors: Bernice PerezRuiz or Tim Donovan at 608-280-7030. The
VA website is www.madison.va.gov/giving.

INTEREST GROUP UPDATE
International Foods: Lunch—Frances Johnson
The group has changed. Henceforth, we will
meet in an ethnic restaurant for lunch each
month except for two. On those times we will
.

have an ethnic meal in a member's home with
each member contributing a dish.
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Strategic Planning. Boris Frank, one of the local
nonprofit experts, spoke at the August Board of
Autumn Coffee. There is nothing like kicking-off the Directors meeting which encouraged Long Range
year to a record crowd with a program that sounds
Planning Chair Sally Lorenz to move that we have a
good, tastes good and is good. UW System President strategic planning session. The motion passed since the
Ray Cross came out of the System’s gate with warmth last all-Board strategizing was done in 2006. The BOD
and congeniality. Before breakfast, he worked the
made plans for this session to be held the afternoon of
Nakoma crowd shaking hands and offering good cheer. the November BOD meeting. Having been a
In his talk, The University for Wisconsin, Pres. Cross
participant in two previous UL Strategic Planning
touched on his goals for the UW System, which
Sessions, Sally Lorenz will lead this session. President
reinforce and enhance the famous Wisconsin Idea that Elect Linda Harvey and I are part of the planning.
focuses on how the UW can meet Wisconsin needs.
Publicity Chair Nancy Meyer, Mary Jo Willis and I
Later, he deftly fielded questions from UL members
have worked hard on talking about University League’s
and guests and lingered afterwards to talk with them.
contributions to the UW and the Madison community.
Honored guests. Though each UL member is worthy
Nancy interviews scholarship recipients and will
of honor, Pres. Cross’ inquiry about our honored guests continue to share that news in the League-Letter.
was an incentive for us to invite Major General
Bookworms Coordinator Mary Warfield is preparing
Marcia Anderson and Amos Anderson as a salute to
a feature on Bookworms soon. UL featured WPR ads
Cross’ service in the Viet Nam War; Emeritus
for the Autumn Coffee and the Candlelight Concert.
Professor of Biochemistry David Nelson and UL
More chatter resulted when the Badger Herald
member Brook Soltvedt, a nod to a stellar professor
published an article online and on the newsstands.
who has taken on the new volunteer challenge of a
Scholarship Benefit Committee creates buzz as we
Madison Science Museum; and Erin Thornley and
Dane County Executive Joe Parisi, courtesy members await their secret invitation for the Stay-at-Home
of the University League, and Joe is a most personable Benefit on the front page of the next League-Letter.
public servant.
Day trips. Epic Tour with High Tea at The SchoolCandlelight Dinner Concert. LaVonne Senn and the house in Paoli Oct. 28 is completely booked, and
entire Program Committee cheered upon hearing that
another tour is planned for May. The Nov. 10 School of
The Kat Trio had their members’ visas extended for
Nursing Tour can now accommodate 40 persons.
two years. On November 22, be prepared for the
Please send your reservation in soon.
succulent tastes, gleeful music and a surprise or two.
Robbie Preston and Jane Loper. I think of the
Scholarships. Last year’s stock market has been good Spanish lines,” Se hace el camino al andar”* (The path
to this year’s UL Endowed Scholarship recipients. We is made by walking.), on the passing of our dear
friends. Robbie and Jane, you guided family and
are proud of and thankful for the $101,101 proceeds
friends both spontaneously and intentionally through
which are being distributed to UW-Madison students.
happy,
sad and challenging journeys. Thank you for
League members donated an additional $31,700 which
were deposited for Memorial and General Scholarships your guidance. You are missed. *Antonio Machado.

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

and sent as gifts to 12 Schools and Colleges, Bookworms, and UW related entities. Thank you for your
generosity.

You can see it’s been a busy fall. To this, may I
simply add thank you to all who are helping us move
forward on our mission while having fun and
making friends. Let us continue—Kay

New Members Coffee. See complete story and photo
on page 8.
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FOCUS ON SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
artistic discovery. In her spare
time, Christina plays the guitar
which helps her relieve stress and
relax. The act of playing and
listening to the chords is soothing.
Christina also enjoys creative
writing and taking walks in nature.
Christina selected UW-Madison
because it is a top university so
close to her home. She is
exploring a number of options as
majors including genetics
counseling or child psychology.
She is taking a sociology class
about human sexuality as well as a
genetics/heredity class this
semester. A dream job for
Christina Bouril
Christina would involve working
Christina S. Bouril, a recent
with and helping people, whether as
graduate of Middleton High
a child psychologist, a genetics
School, is one of the 2014-15
counselor or a social worker.
recipients of the University League, Christina says that she only feels
Inc. Angelena Lenehan Endowed fulfilled when she is contributing to
Scholarship.
positive change in other people’s
lives.
Ms. Bouril describes herself as
independent, curious, focused,
The Angelena Lenehan Endowed
compassionate and reliable.
Scholarship has been an immense
Christina loves theater and dance.
encouragement and support for
Her favorite class in high school
Christina as she enters her
was Advanced Theater. She was a freshman year. Besides providing
dancer with the Kehl School of
financial assistance, this
Dance for over 12 years and while scholarship also gave Christina
she was on their official dance
confidence that sent a message: “If
teams, had an opportunity to
you work hard, persevere, follow
perform in New York City,
your passions and stay on track,
Chicago and Walt Disney World in you can succeed”. She thinks that
Florida. Christina served as Cothis scholarship will perpetuate
President of the Drama Club at
future opportunities and
Middleton High School. She is
achievements. Christina thanked
participating in a special A.C.T.
University League, Inc. for their
(Acting for Classical Theatre)
generous support. She said, “I am
weekend workshop at APT
beyond grateful and appreciative.”
(American Players Theater) in
Spring Green. Christina hopes to
gain acting training, meet new
people and to overall experience
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Miah Gatzke
Miah Gatzke, a recent graduate of
Poynette High School, is a 2014-15
recipient of the University League,
Inc. Angelena Lenehan Endowed
Scholarship. Miah grew up on a
farm near Poynette, Wisconsin
which is only about 30 minutes
north of Madison. It was owned by
her great-grandparents, then her
grandparents and then her parents.
They called it “Wildberry Farm”
with corn mazes and pick your own
strawberries. She loved the farm
and being around all of her elder
family members. Her family sold
the farm when Miah was in 3rd or
4th grade.
Miah describes herself as being
passionate about helping people.
She has explored various careers
but seems to have settled on
“Community Non-Profit
Leadership.” She wants to give
people the means to live on their
own, educate them to get them a
job, and perhaps show them how to
grow their own food. All in all,
help people towards selfsustainability and earning a →

living wage. The degree prepares
graduates for careers in community
and nonprofit business settings,
enabling them to create, support
and learn innovative communitybased efforts to support, empower
and serve youth, adults and families

League. All throughout her high
school years, Miah worked hard to
achieve good grades so that she
could earn a scholarship. She now
really appreciates this scholarship
because all of her hard work has
been validated. Miah indicated that
without this scholarship, she could
Miah did not have UW-Madison on
not have afforded to come to UWher personal radar until her senior
Madison. She is very appreciative
year. She then realized that UWof the financial support.
Madison is one of the best
universities in the world and is right
in her own backyard. Miah feels
that the school has a great culture
and sense of community. Imagine
the thrill after her application and
acceptance. A dream job for
Miah would be in the non-profit
sector. She would like a job that
helps others, has meaning and
would hold some truths for her
passion. Miah is looking forward
to the future and wherever her
UW-Madison education will take
her.

the global diversity of the
humanities and the comparison and
study of different cultures. She is
very excited about UW-Madison,
calling it a great school that has
provided so many opportunities for
her.
Kathryn grew up in Stoughton,
which is only about 20 minutes
south of Madison. Even in high
school, when Kathryn needed
inspiration regarding her education,
she would spend a few hours
studying at the UW-Madison
campus. That would inspire her to
keep going and helped her
tremendously. Kathryn has a twin
brother who will also be attending
UW-Madison this semester. He
plans on majoring in computer
science.

Kathryn wants League members to
know, “By awarding me this
scholarship, I am much better
equipped to concentrate on what is
important to me and my education
and truly get the most from my
The love of traveling has taken
time here as a student. I am very
Miah to England, Germany and
honored to represent Mrs. Margaret
Scotland. She studied abroad in
Allen’s mission and hope to
Amman, Jordan between her
flourish at the UW just as she did.
junior and senior years. She has a
The financial generosity from the
special perspective of what is
League and its members has
currently happening in the Middle
allowed me to be that much closer
Kathryn Gagen
East. “A few bad people do not
to my goals. With this inspiration,
define a whole region”, Miah said. Kathryn R. H. Gagen, a recent
someday, I will be able to help
“All in all, the people of the Middle graduate of Stoughton High School, others just as you do. Thank you
East are wonderful and kind people. is the recipient of the Mrs. William again, it really touches my heart to
know that such kindness can be
I really had to go and visit this area F. Allen University League, Inc.
Scholarship. Since this is
shown to strangers.”
to find out what was really
Kathryn’s first semester at UWhappening there.”
Madison, she is very optimistic
Congratulations to Kathryn on this
The Angelena Lenehan Endowed
about starting strong and doing
scholarship!
what she has always loves to do—
--Nancy Meyer
Scholarship has been immense
learn.
encouragement and support for
Miah as she enters her freshman
year. She sends a big “Thank You” Her plan of study is Anthropology
and Psychology in the College of
to the members of University
Letters and Science. Kathryn loves
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NEW MEMBER COFFEE AND MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
Linda Harvey, Kay Jarvis-Sladky and Peggy
Nine new members were able to attend the
Bostwick Scarpace shared their experiences in
New Member Coffee held at the home of Kay
Jarvis-Sladky on Tuesday, September 30. We
University League and provided wonderful
refreshments that were enjoyed by all.
had the opportunity to learn a little about each
new member and
We now have 390
some of their
reasons for
members plus 51
spousal members for a
joining
University
total of 441members as
of October 10, 2014.
League. Several
board members
We would like to
welcome new members
including Joyce
Anderson,
Linda Auer, Linda
Interest Group
Bunger, Lynn
Chair, Emmy
Courtenay, Rhonda
O’Keeffe, Asst.
Danielson, Mina
Volunteer Chair
Kato, Rita and Tim
and Mary Jo
Kehl, Susan Keyes,
Getting to know each other: Eve Galanter, Susan Keyes,
Willis,
Amy Lewis, Aleta
Mary Jo Willis, and Dorothy Binning.
Nominating
Murray, Karen
Chair informed them of the wonderful
Peterson, JoAnn Savoy, and Susan Wester.
opportunities they will have in joining
We are continuing our “Each One Reach One”
University League. Joyce shared tips on
campaign this year so please send me names
Interest Groups while Emmie spoke about
of prospective members who would enjoy the
volunteering. A collection of treats, coffee,
opportunity of joining our wonderful
and good company made it a special morning.
organization. I’ll send a “You are Invited”
The members of the Membership Developbrochure with an application blank.
ment Committee, Membership Chair Pat
Feltskog, Asst. Membership Chair Lynda
--Pat Feltskog, 238-9836 pafeltsk@wisc.edu
Cantrell, Dorothy Binning, Ann Garofalo,

IN MEMORIAM
In addition to losing our League-Letter editor Robbie Preston, past
president, Jane Louise Loper passed away unexpectedly on Tuesday, Sept.
30, 2014, due to heart failure. Jane, a very active member of the Madison
community, was a leader of many philanthropic, educational, social, and
civic organizations, including University League. She was a very active
President of the League during her term in office, 1984-1985. Jane was
kind, caring, thoughtful, and generous in all aspects of her life. She will be
deeply missed.
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PRESIDENT CROSS’ CHARGE TO THE LEAGUE

League President Kay Jarvis-Sladky, UW President
Ray Cross and Program Chair LaVonne Senn

When the University League Program Committee
invited President Ray Cross to speak at our Fall
Coffee in September, we asked him to give us some
direction for our involvement in the future of the
University. Here are some quotes from that talk
that will help us in making sure that we and the
university are working together as closely as
possible to ensure continuation of Wisconsin’s
tradition of excellence in education, training and
public service “designed to educate people and
improve the human condition.”

• The University League augments those efforts [to
improve the human condition] through the scholarships you provide—more than one million dollars’
worth over the past 30 years. You do it through the service projects and awareness-raising that
complement the UW’s mission. And you do it in the spirit of community and friendship—the
cornerstones of a civil society.
• We share a common passion: to do everything within our power to advance the mission and
excellence of the University of Wisconsin. . . That’s the overarching challenge facing Wisconsin—and
the enormous opportunity facing our universities: to channel our collective resources in a way that
boosts Wisconsin’s economic fortunes and its quality of life.
• You need to be part of promoting UW’s value and transformative potential.
• In many ways, the University League’s motto of “scholarships, service, education, and friendship”
reminds me of the charge the Legislature gave to the UW System when state policymakers created the
UW System four decades ago.
• We need your help as vocal advocates.
• And as part of the larger UW community, we need you to help advocate on our behalf with those
policy makers, opinion leaders, and other influencers in a position to advance this objective.

Fall Donors
Thank you!
General Scholarships

Linda Auer
Elia Basurto-Colson
Nan Beyer-Mears
Lynda Cantrell
Lynn Courtenay
Edith First
Janice Golay
Marita Hettinger
Kay Jarvis-Sladky

Ruth G. Johnson
Rita Kehl
Kathy Knox
Fern Lawrence
Claire Mangasarian
Fumiko Miyazaki
Judy Olson
Karen Peterson
Barbara Pillinger
Roberta Preston
Janet Nelson Reilley
Taryn Resnick
Marilyn Schten
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Judy Troia
Mary Jo Willis
In Memory of
Prof. James Love
Jane Hilsenhoff
Vicki Lauridsen
Betty Elsas
Wisconsin Bookworms
Linda Harvey
Nancy Webster
Mary Jo Willis

PLEASE WRITE SEPARATE CHECKS FOR EACH OF THESE EVENTS
Nursing School Tour Reservation Form
Limit 40 people, please return this form as soon as possible
to reserve your space
Member (please print) :_____________________________________________
Guest(s) (please print) :____________________________________________
Email:_________________________ Phone:____________________________
Need a ride: _____________________________________________
Can offer a ride: _________________________________________

________Reservations @ $15.00 each =________________
Scholarship Donation=________________
Total=________________
Check(s) payable to The University League, Inc.
Mail to LaVonne Senn 133 N Prospect Ave Madison, WI 53726
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------PLEASE WRITE SEPARATE CHECKS FOR EACH OF THESE EVENTS
Candlelight Dinner Concert Reservation Form
Due by Saturday, November 15
Program: The Kat Trio: Violin/Clarinet/Piano
Member (please print) :___________________________________
Guest(s) (please print):___________________________________
Need a ride: _____________________________________________
Can offer a ride: _________________________________________
Menu Choices: [ ] Herb Crusted Salmon OR [ ] Goat Cheese and Spinach Strudel
Both these choices will be served with salad, rolls, orzo, asparagus bundles and dessert
______Reservations @ $40.00 each = __________
Scholarship donations = __________
Total = __________
Check(s) payable to: The University League, Inc.
Mail to LaVonne Senn 133 N Prospect Ave Madison, WI 53726
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