
 

 
University League Candlelight Concert and Dinner 

December 10, 2022, 5:30 p.m. 
 

Opera:  A Director’s Perspective by David Ronis 
 

     Our Candlelight Concert program features David Ronis, the  
UW-Madison Opera Director, and students Eloise Williamson, soprano, 
William Volmar, baritone, and William Preston, piano accompanist.  Mr. 
Ronis’ presentation is titled “Opera:  A Director’s Perspective.”  He will 
discuss what opera directors really do (which sometimes seems a bit 
mysterious) as well as the choice between “traditional” productions and 
setting productions in alternate time periods or locales from those stated 
in the libretto.  Student performers will sing selections from the operatic 
repertoire.   
     Please join us on December 10 to share the camaraderie and spirit of 

the season, excellent food, an informative talk, and beautiful music sung by talented students. 
     Choose one of three dinner entrees:  
 

(1) Beef Short Ribs (Red wine braised beef short 
ribs, triple cream mashed potatoes, glazed 
carrots, bacon bordelaise) or  
 

(2)  Chicken Cordon Bleu (stuffed marinated 
chicken breast, Berkshire ham, aged Swiss 
cheese, smashed baby red potatoes, fondant 
carrots, Mornay sauce) or 

 

(3)  Bucatini alla Vodka (vegetarian – bucatini 
pasta with tomato vodka sauce, cherry 
tomatoes, zucchini, eggplant, fennel, 
Parmigiano Reggiano cheese).  

  
     All dinners include assorted rolls and butter; 
salad with mixed greens, cranberries, candied 
walnuts, feta cheese crumbles, purple onions, and cranberry vinaigrette; peppermint stick ice cream 
with drizzled chocolate sauce; coffee (regular and decaf), hot tea, iced tea, or milk.  
     The cost is $50 per person.  Send your check and registration form (page 11) in time to arrive by 
mail by December 1. 
     Learn about David Ronis and the performers’ background on page 3.  
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University League Candlelight Concert 
 
When: December 10 
   Cash bar, 5:30 
   Dinner, 6:00 
   Move to Ballroom for program, 6:50 
   Program begins, 7:00 
 

 Where:  Maple Bluff Country Club    
                1500 Kensington Drive  
        Madison, WI  53704 
 

 Cost: $50 per person 
 

Registration Deadline: December 1 
    The registration form is on page 10. 
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From the President 
Dear League Members, 
     I hope you are all enjoying the vibrant, stunning, colorful 
fall.  I’ve visited Devil’s Lake, Door County, Sauk-Prairie 
along the Wisconsin River, the Arboretum, and my west-
Madison neighborhood, enjoying bright yellows, oranges, reds, 
rusts mixed in with evergreens so beautiful to view.  Aren’t we 
lucky?  
     The fall of 2022 has brought many exciting, picturesque 
events to University League!  School is back in session and our 
undergraduate scholarship recipients are receiving our 
University League monetary gifts.  We all can be tremendously 
proud to share in the educational accomplishments of such 
talented students.  They are appreciative of receiving our 
generous scholarships.  Thanks to our members for their 
ongoing generosity!  

     Due to generous donors to the General Scholarship Fund, we were able to celebrate with 
many student recipients this September and October.  Thanks to all of our members we continue 
to be able to offer scholarships to offset the cost of a University of Wisconsin-Madison 
education, transforming students’ lives.  Again, thank you to our generous donors in University 
League.  A few quotes from scholarship recipient thank you letters are included in this newsletter 
(see page 4). 
     Our Programs begin in the Fall.  We enjoyed a Fall Coffee on September 14th at Maple Bluff 
Country Club.  We were able to meet physically, after missing in person Programs during the 
pandemic.  We saw friends we haven’t been with for some time.  We listened and learned from 
our keynote speaker, Tanya Zastrow, the new Director of Olbrich Gardens, who told us of all the 
beauty that Olbrich Gardens has to offer, past, present, and future.  
     Our annual Candlelight Concert and Dinner will be on Saturday, December 10th, at Maple 
Bluff.  David Ronis, the Director of the UW-Madison Opera, and student performers will be our 
guests.  See details of this event on page 1 and register for this holiday event by December 1.  
Thank you to our Program Committee for providing four interesting, stimulating programs for us 
to enjoy all year!   
     The UW-Madison Institute on Aging Annual Colloquium was held at the Gordon Dining and 
Event Center on Thursday, September 22nd.  At this event many people gathered to celebrate 
with guest speakers, view booths for the Health and Resource Fair, eat lunch, and see videos, 
slides, and presentations.  League had a display (see the picture on page 9) along with about 20 
other group displays which promoted health and services to the Madison community. 
     Our Interest Groups, as we know, are the ‘back-bone’ of University League and are mostly 
meeting in person.  Please check out your Yearbook for times, places, and dates of these Interest 
Groups!  I have been lucky to attend my favorites Groups, which are a sample of the diverse 
Interest Groups League offers.  Our Birding Group meets Friday mornings.  We have seen (and 
heard) many birds during fall migration at familiar close-by places like Pheasant Branch, Holy 
Wisdom Monastery, and Nine Springs.  We meet through November 18th and then begin again in 
March, with a Bald Eagle trip in January.  Thanks to our knowledgeable leaders Roma Lenehan 
and Jill Feldkamp.  Join us to enjoy nature and learn about birds. 
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     Our Bridge Groups met collectively for wonderful treats and snacks and played bridge at the 
Oakwood Oakleaf Room at 12:30 p.m. on Thursday, September 29th.  We had such fun.  Thank 
you to Gennie Bostian and Judy Stang and others for planning a pleasant day of cards and 
conversation.  We welcome new bridge players.  We meet at Oakwood on Thursdays at 12:30.  
     Another Interest Group that I enjoy is the Technology Group.  We met via Zoom on October 
5th (we meet monthly on the first Wednesday morning at 9:30 a.m.).  Our program was a review 
of Microsoft Excel/Avery printing name labels.  We’ve had topics by members and others as 
well, with hands-on presentations/practice.  Thanks to our leaders Linda Baumann, Elaine 
Rosenblatt, and Joan Leffler for teaching us active ‘finger touching’ to the right/successful 
conclusions in our work together.  Our questions to each other make the day! 
     Feeling inspired?  I hope so!  We all appreciate the continuous, immense work our leaders in 
University League provide to offer/support volunteer services, educational programs, and social 
activities for its members.  That’s our mission, isn’t it? 

 
FOREVER FORWARD 
 

Sandra J. Nuernberg 
 

Candlelight Concert Biographies (continued from page 1) 
 

     David Ronis has been the Director of Opera at the UW-Madison Mead Witter School of Music 
since 2014.  The recipient of numerous directing and 
production awards, he was named the Second Place 
Winner of The American Prize’s Charles Nelson 
Reilly Award twice, for Opera Directing in 2019 and 
for Musical Theater Directing in 2022.  He is also a 
ten-time award winner in the National Opera 
Association Production Competition and has had 
numerous guest directing engagements locally, 
nationally, and abroad.  As a performer, he has sung 
over 50 operatic roles with more than 30 companies 
in the United States, Europe, and Asia.  Since 2014, 

he has directed 18 productions at UW-Madison.  He will direct Benjamin Britten’s Albert Herring 
this fall (see photo on right) and Giuseppe Verdi’s La Traviata in the spring. 
     Eloise Williamson is a second-year graduate student studying under Professor Mimmi 
Fullmer.  She will sing the role of Lady Billows in Albert Herring. She was a long-time choir 
member and loved to sing.  William Volmar is a Junior 
studying with Paul Rowe and will sing the role of Sid.  
William Preston is a Doctor of Musical Arts candidate 
and teaching assistant in the School of Music’s Opera 
Area, where he plays the piano for University Opera 
productions as well as Opera Workshop classes.   
     The UW Opera’s production of Albert Herring will be 
in Music Hall on November 18, 20, and 22.  Albert 
Herring is a comic opera set in a small town in England in 
the early 20th century.  Set to a brilliant score for chamber orchestra, the opera explores the 
themes of lost innocence, social stratification, Victorian morality, and coming-of-age. 

Photos of UW Opera productions: top 2014 Falstaff, bottom 2014 Albert Herring rehearsal 
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Scholarships Past and Present 
     The rich history of the University League starts in 1901.  From the beginning, the 
organization has supported scholarship, service, education, and friendship, all of which have 
evolved over the last 100+ years.  In 1916, a loan fund known as University League Loan Fund 
for Women Students was established.  That was the beginning of the scholarship program.  It 
was funded with a sum of $25 to come from voluntary contributions to the League’s treasury.   
     From these humble beginnings, the scholarship program expanded dramatically.  Many of the 
named funds or Endowed Scholarships were established in the 1980’s and 1990’s.  Eventually 
the Endowed Funds were transferred to the University of Wisconsin Foundation.  They are all in 
long-term accounts designed to produce income as well as growth of capital.  Annual interest 
from these funds can be released to the designated area, school or college to be awarded as 
scholarships.    
     Gifts to the General Scholarship Fund, including memorial gifts, received by the League 
throughout the year are combined and awarded to twelve schools and colleges for undergraduate 
scholarships, with the largest gift (40%) to the College of Letters and Science, which has the 
most students.  To learn more about these funds, see the 2022-2023 Yearbook on pages 16-18. 
     Last year we informed you about endowments and how you could donate to a specific school 
or college or a department.  You can do this through a University League endowment at the 
University of Wisconsin Foundation. A fully funded endowment is $25,000; at that point you can 
name it and stipulate your criteria for how it is disbursed.  Since the principle remains intact, 
your fund will provide student support in perpetuity!  To be clear, you do not need to donate that 
as a lump sum.  There is a process for your donations to be deposited in smaller amounts, which 
includes a tax advantage.  If interested, contact President Sandy Nuernberg (sn333@aol.com) or 
Mary Jane Gettlinger (mlg33106@gmail.com). 
 

Barbara Widder, Scholarship Chair 
 
 

University League Scholarship Recipients’ Appreciation 2022-2023 
 
UW School of Pharmacy: 
     Nina (Theresa, Wisc.) – “I thank you for your generosity and support of my education, helping me 
continue my studies in Pharmacology and Toxicology and Biology here at UW-Madison.  I will apply 
to medical school upon my graduation in May, 2023.” 
     Mara (Plymouth, Minn.) – “Being selected as a recipient of this scholarship, I express how 
grateful I am.  I will remember this feeling when I am capable of supporting other students in the 
future.”  ON WISCONSIN!! 
     Grant (Wausau, Wisc.) “I am a paramedic, ER technician, small business owner, and fitness 
enthusiast!  I chose UW School of Pharmacy due to my experience seeing life changing medications 
used in the settings of emergency medicine.” 
 

Other Undergraduate Scholarships: 
     Kaylie (Sauk City, Wisc.) “I am beyond grateful for this scholarship.  I am pursuing a degree in 
Statistics – I intend to double major to also get a Personal Finance degree.  I have seen my parents 
struggling to manage their finances – I want to be able to help those who may not know how to 
manage their money well.” 
     Angela – “…my sincere gratitude to you all.  I am a sophomore majoring in Neurobiology and 
hope to attend medical school and become a psychiatrist upon graduation.  My scholarship will allow 
me to concentrate more of my time on studying.  I am deeply appreciative of your support.” 
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Interest Groups 
 

Interest Group Leaders Meeting  
On September 8 Mary Jo Willis, the Interest Group Chair, hosted the Interest Group Leaders’ 
Orientation at Fitchburg Crossing (see photograph).  Twelve enthusiastic leaders shared 

information about their Interest Groups.  
Everyone learned about the other 
Interest Groups and several leaders said 
they would like to join an additional 
group if they had time.  Although most 
groups have resumed meeting in person, 
some groups still intend to use Zoom, 
either sometimes (such as mid-winter 
when the weather is uncertain) or most 
of the time, like the Technology Group.  
In turn, the Interest Group leaders 
learned about other aspects of University 
League including membership, program, 
finances and newsletter.  League 
President Sandy Nuernberg thanked the 

Group Leaders for serving as leaders and noted that the Interest Groups are the ‘backbone’ of 
University League.  Sally Lorenz showed the attractive University League website and discussed 
how it can be used to promote the Interest Groups.  Everyone enjoyed eating the delicious treats, 
renewing friendships, and meeting new people. 
 
Interest Group Changes 
The International Foods Group disbanded last May.  We are sorry for this loss and will miss this 
special dining experience.  We thank Sally Carpenter for her leadership and dedication to this 
group.  The members celebrated their time together with a goodbye picnic in May.  Many of 
these members have joined our other two dining groups, Dining Out Lunch and Dining Out 
Dinner. 
 
We have new leaders and co-leaders in several groups: Claire Mangasarian has replaced Joyce 
Bringe for Book Discussion; Dory Lightfoot has replaced Maureen Kind for French Reading and 
Conversation I; Jeannine Desautels and Sue Thieben have replaced Anne Doherty for French 
Conversation II; and Daniel Hill has replaced Esther Bach-y-Rita for Spanish Reading and 
Literature.  
 
Our bridge groups have consolidated and changed their schedule.  One bridge group will meet 
the first, second and third Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. year around.  The contact person is Gennie 
Bostian (lbostian@wisc.edu).  These meetings will be held at Oakwood Village in the Oakleaf 
Room.  Light refreshments will be provided by the hostess.  The group welcomes players at all 
levels.  The other bridge group, the Fourth Thursday Bridge, will meet at 11:30 a.m. year around.  
The contact person is Judy Stang (judy.stang@gmail.com).  This bridge will be held following 
lunch at Benvenutos Italian Grill, 1109 Fourier Drive.  The group welcomes players at all levels. 
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Member Profile:  Betty Zeps 
 
     For many of you, Betty Zeps needs no introduction.  She has been a member of University 
League since 1963.  She has served on the Board and on numerous committees for nearly 60 

years.  This year, Betty decided to take a pause from the Board, 
where she had been the League Letter Editor seven times as well as 
Assistant Editor, Program, and Membership Chair.  She hopes to 
focus on traveling to visit family in Michigan, Kentucky, and North 
Carolina.  Nevertheless, Betty remains on three University League 
committees:  Program (where she is also the Reservationist for 
League events), Long Range Planning and Policy, and the 
Nominating Committee.  She also still writes the In Memoriam 
page for the League Letter.  It’s anyone’s guess if this will leave 
her much travel time, but we are certainly fortunate that she 
continues to serve the League in so many capacities! 
     Betty was born in the eastern North Carolina town of Rocky 
Mount and grew up in Clinton, North Carolina.  There were only 
77 students in her high school graduating class, but the school 

system was rigorous, according to Betty, and it did an excellent job of educating students, many 
of whom later went to college.  During high school, Betty discovered a love for the theater.  She 
played the Wedding March on a pump organ in the wedding scene in her high school’s 
production of Our Town.  In her senior year, she and fellow students went on a field trip to 
Greensboro, where they attended a theater workshop taught by Andy Griffith.  She saw him play 
Sir Walter Raleigh in the first of North Carolina’s great outdoor dramas, The Lost Colony, on 
Ocracoke Island. 
     After high school, Betty attended the Women’s College of North Carolina (now University of 
North Carolina-Greenville), where she majored in English Literature and minored in History and 
Theater.  She continued to be drawn to the theater.  Women students did everything for campus 
productions including designing and constructing sets and scenery and making costumes.  Betty 
had a Teaching Assistantship in Theater at Indiana, where she received her Master’s Degree.  
However, in graduate school at Indiana University, women were only allowed to do sewing, 
costuming and makeup.   
     In graduate school Betty met her future husband, Valdis Zeps, a native of Latvia who was 
studying for his Ph.D. in Linguistics.  They moved to Madison in 1962 when Valdis received a 
faculty position at the University of Wisconsin.  Betty has lived in Madison ever since.  (Valdis 
died unexpectedly when they were on a research trip to Riga, Latvia, during the summer of 
1996.)  Their four children, Valdis, Jr., Dace, Will, and Baiba grew up speaking Latvian at home 
and attending the Latvian Immersion School in Milwaukee.     
     While raising her children, Betty was active in the Madison Children’s Theater.  She helped 
to stage performances such as The Music Man at the Civic Center.  She also put her skills to 
work editing newsletters for the American Association of Baltic Studies, the Madison-Vilnius 
Sister City Committee, and the UW-Madison School of Social Work as well as the League 
Letter.  She worked in the School of Social Work as a Field Placement Specialist, placing senior 
and graduate-level Social Work students from the areas of alcohol and drug treatment into 
schools, hospitals, and “wherever you can place a social worker.”  She retired in 2002 and has 
continued to participate in community arts, University League, and family activities ever since.   
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     Betty and her cat, Maggie May, live in the same charming house, built in 1907, in the Monroe 
Street neighborhood that she and Valdis bought in 1963.  Betty has graciously hosted numerous 
League committee and Board meetings – in summer on her screened-in porch and in her back 
yard and in winter in her dining room.  We are so grateful to Betty for her many years of 
dedicated service to University League, for her warm hospitality, for her contributions to the arts 
in Madison, and her expert editing.  We hope that she will still have some time left to travel!   
 

 

Help University League Recruit New Members 
 

We all know people who want new stimulating friends, or want to develop an interest, or who 
are lonely.  Many of them would enjoy University League.  Here are some of the reasons for 
joining League. 
 
The University League has attracted women (and now men) as members for 122 years.  The 
reasons are simple: We serve the greater University and Madison communities while also 
providing opportunities for our members to meet and enjoy the company of other people who are 
similarly dedicated to helping others live better lives. 
 
University League offers many opportunities for volunteer services such as hands-on gardening 
at Allen Centennial Garden; reading to children at American Family Children’s Hospital; 
providing housing to foreign students; providing books to low-income children in pre-school, 
reading to them, and presenting the books to the children; volunteering at UW Hospital and 
Clinics and at the Veteran’s Hospital; or working on habitat renewal at the UW Lakeshore 
Nature Preserve.  There are additional service opportunities equally valuable to the community 
and fulfilling for us. 
 
Additionally, we offer the camaraderie of fellow members with a wide variety of Interest Groups 
for people interested in Travel, Art, Bird Study, Books, Bridge, Dining Out, Genealogy, Film, 
French and Spanish literature and conversation, Technology, Wine, and so forth.  These groups 
enrich our lives. 
 
Finally, and perhaps most central to the League, we have provided scholarships for more than 
100 years to students at the University who need financial assistance.  We have General 
Scholarship Donations, Centennial Endowed Scholarships, and Named Endowed Scholarships.  
In 2021–2022, we awarded scholarships and made gifts totaling more than $163,000. 
 
This combination of service to the University, social engagement with other people dedicated to 
service and with similar interests, and the aggregating of funds allowing us to provide 
meaningful financial support to many students who need it, adds to the quality of our lives. 
 
We have outstanding Programs such as the Fall Coffee, where Olbrich Gardens Director Tanya 
Zastow spoke.  We had several new members join after attending this event as a guest.  Our next 
event is the Candlelight Concert which is highlighted in this issue. 
 

University League’s membership is 259. We recruited eight new members so far in the 2022–
2023 season.  A number of people were recruited by current members, and we thank you for the 
referrals.  Although we focus on Pay-in-May for membership renewals, membership efforts 
continue throughout the year.  Please continue to reach out to potential new members.  Invite 
guests to an Interest Group event or one of our Programs.  You are our best ambassadors! 
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In Memoriam 
 

Elizabeth (Liz) Ann Gill died on September 18, 2022, at age 78.  A graduate 
of Wellesley College, she earned her Master’s Degree at UW-Madison.  She 
and her husband, John Arthur Gill, had two sons, David and Tim.  An active 
member of First United Methodist Church, Liz volunteered as FUMC’s music 
librarian for 50+ years.  She was a long-time choir member and loved to sing.  
She also enjoyed ushering at the Overture Center.  She also loved languages, 
traveling, and cultural experiences.  She used her French when traveling with 
her husband to several anniversaries of the D-Day invasion in Normandy.  She 
joined the League in 2017.  Her special interests as a League member were the 

International Foods, Artiques, and Dining Out (both lunch and dinner) groups (according to her 
good friend, Fumiko Miyazaki, she loved good food).  In recent years she cherished time with 
her grandkids and her community at Mariner's Cove. 
 
Frank Hoadley (Nov. 3, 1944 – Aug. 4, 2022), husband of Elizabeth 
Hoadley, passed away while vacationing in Scotland with his wife.  Both 
Frank and Elizabeth have been University League members since 2015. 
Frank grew up in Gillette, Wyoming, and attended the University of 
Wyoming, graduating with a Bachelor's Degree in English Literature.  He 
had a varied career before moving to Madison: campus police officer, 
Laramie police detective, City Manager of Laramie, and investment banker 
in Denver, Colorado.  Frank and Elizabeth moved to Madison in 1987, when 
Frank was hired as Capital Finance Director for the State of Wisconsin, a 
position he held under four different governors, and he received many honors.  Frank was happy 
spending time at his residence near Lodi and enjoying the many cultural offerings in the Madison 
area with Elizabeth and their many friends.  He was also a curious and excited traveler, whether 
it was to Wyoming or throughout the United States or Europe.  He passed away a week after a 
wonderful family reunion (a “ceilidh”) in the Victoria Hall of Dunblane, Scotland.  

 
Beatrice Ann (Parks) Kabler, age 94, died at her home in Green Valley, 
Arizona on July 28, 2022.  Although Bea Kabler was not a member of 
University League after she moved to Arizona in 2008, she is fondly 
remembered by many of us old timers.  Born and raised in Oklahoma, she 
attended nursing school at the University of Kansas, where she met and 
married medical student J D Kabler.  The Kablers moved to Madison where 
they raised five children and resided until Dr. Kabler's death.  Bea 
championed and lobbied for many civic and social causes, so many that it’s 
hard to list them.  Some notable examples included joining the Martin Luther 

King, Jr., march from Selma to Montgomery in 1965, working tirelessly for women's 
reproductive rights, lobbying for Fair Housing, and helping to open the first Wisconsin shelter 
for battered women.  In 2003, she received the Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award from 
Downtown Rotary.  Along with all her causes and hobbies, she found time to volunteer, host 
luncheons and Foreign Foods dinner parties, make marmalade and pecan pies for friends, play 
mah-jongg, create beaded bookmarks for fundraisers, attend opera and theater performances, 
investigate bird habitats, and make new friends everywhere she went.  The world will miss such 
a remarkable woman! 
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           Linda Baumann, Mary Jo Willis, and Sally Lorenz at UW Institute on Aging Colloquium
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University League Candlelight Concert and Dinner 

Saturday, December 10, 2022, 5:30 p.m. 
Maple Bluff Country Club 

 
Program: David Ronis, UW-Madison Opera Director, and Student Performers 

Reservation deadline: December 1st* (No refunds after this date) 
 

Member:  Phone:  
 

Member:  Phone:  
 

Guest(s) name(s):  Phone:  
 

 Reservations @ $50 each (includes dinner and concert) $  
 

General Scholarship (IHO/IMO)    
 

Centennial Endowed Scholarship (IHO/IMO)    
 
 
(For donations “In Honor of” or “In Memory of”, please circle IHO or IMO and provide contact 
information.) 

TOTAL ENCLOSED: $  
 

Menu choices (indicate who wants each, and list any dietary restrictions): 
           
          See page one for descriptions of menu items. 

 Beef Short Ribs 
 Bucatini Pasta alla Vodka (vegetarian) 
 Chicken Cordon Bleu 

 
Dietary Restrictions _______________________________________________________ 

 
Need a ride?   Can you offer a ride?   

 

Make Checks payable to The University League, Inc. 
 

Mail to: Betty Zeps, 1922 Adams St., Madison, WI 53711 
*Reservation Form and payment must be in hand by December 1st. 

Questions? Call Betty Zeps at 608-255-5252. 
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Scholarship Benefit Committee on Campus at SOHE 
 

Your University League Scholarship Benefit Committee took a field trip to encourage our creativity for 
this next year’s 2023 Scholarship Benefit.  Denise Garlow set up a tour of two exhibits at SOHE, the 
School of Human Ecology, formally known as Nancy Nicholas Hall.  We enjoyed our access and we’d 
like to tell you what we saw, but that would give away our theme for this year!  Just know that when it’s 
dark and cold in February, you’ll get a nice, cozy reminder of how you can cover the needs of others. 
 

 
 

Gail Schomisch, Joan Leffler, Judy Stang, Barbara Widder, Sandra Nuernberg, Ellen Lewis, Denise Garlow 


